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INTRODUCTION 


There must be very few dealers in the field of 
Antiquities and Tribal Art, who will not have 
heard of John Hewett or have been in awe of 
his breadth of knowledge and taste. For many, 
he represented a golden age of dealing, coming 
to it in the years following the Second World 
War, when material was plentiful, collectors 
were avid and transactions appear to us, in the 
more complex 21st century, straight forward. 
As а close friend of Peter Wilson, the maverick 
chairman of Sotheby’s, he became, for over 


twenty years, their consultant and was a 


K. John Hewett (1919-94) 


powerful presence at the dealer-dominated 
green horseshoe-shaped table in the saleroom. Indeed, looking through the 
catalogues from the 1960s-70s, it is quite staggering to see not just the volume but 
the quality of the material he acquired. Described as something of an eminence grise 
he became a major influence on the leading collectors of the day; James (Jimmy) 
Bomford, Norman Colville, George Ortiz, Robert and Lisa Sainsbury and David 
Sylvester to name a few; and his network of dealers from whom he bought; some 
who were active in the 1930s, included Crowthers, Spink & Son, Sydney Burney, 
James Keggie and Willam Ohly as well as Charles Ratton in Paris and the New York 
dealer, J. J. Klejman. He was also privy to the dispersal of the great 19th century 
collection of General Pitt-Rivers housed at the Farnham Museum in Dorset; many 
pieces of which KJH (as he was known) placed in major museums and collections. 


Largely self-taught, an astute judge of character and an intuitive salesman, he loved 
patina and the simple form in objects and Pacific artifacts were a favorite. Dealing from 
the King's Road, Park Street and New Bond Street as well as latterly a flat in South 
Kensington, collectors and dealers worldwide would flock to see him and he proved 
to bean inspiration to many of a new generation that included Peter Adler, the writer 
Bruce Chatwin, Robert Erskine, Alistair McAlpine, Peter Sharrer and Robin Symes. 


But now the final chapter of his dealing life, that spanned over four decades, comes to 
an end, as the residue of his stock of African and Oceanic art is offered for sale. 
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With bulbous lobed head, the handle with incised decoration. 


й Ti й. b. ў Length 43.5 cm. | - NC ча 
Ю.Я. ў | | X "P 
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М. Я K.J. Hewett (1919-94), Kent y" Аш? 
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3. THROWING CLUB (I ULA) Е 
FIJI i 


| 
With bulbous lobed head, the handle with incised 
decoration and fibre binding. || 
Length 43 cm. 


PROVENANCE 


K.J. Hewett (1919-94), Kent 
and by descent to the present owner 


4. CURVED ‘GUNSTOCK’ CLUB 
FIJI 


With cylindrical shaft and curved and flaring епа. 


| Length 97 cm. 
| PROVENANCE 
| K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent 


and by descent to the present owner 
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7. OIL DISH ON OPENWORK FOOT 8. HEAD-REST (KALI HAHAPO) 


FIJI TONGA 

Width 23 cm. Carved from a single piece of wood. 
Length 50.5 cm. 

PROVENANCE 

K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent PROVENANCE 

and by descent to the present owner K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent 


and by descent to the present owner 
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п. OVAL BOWL (COOLAMON) бут 


ABORIGINAL N: JJ, 
With adze marks and dark painted markings $ 
on the outside 
Width 43.5 cm. T 
PROVENANCE v 
K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent | 
and by descent to the present owner | 
{ 
| 
| 
12. CLUB | 
ZULU й | 
The tapering shaft with circular head ' 
with painted decoration. | 
Length 59 ст. { 


ў 
PROVENANCE | 
K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent | 


13. SMALL HEAD-REST 
MOZAMBIQUE 


On four splayed feet. "nm. a sacó ep 
Height 9.8 cm. Length 16 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent Te 
and by descent to the present owner 1 ‚ 
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16. 
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AKAN CHIEF’S STOOL 
ASHANTI, GHANA 


The curved seat with central pierced columnar 
support surrounded by four smaller supports 
(with an inscribed brass plaque). 

Length 50.6 cm. Height 31.5 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Lieutenant-Colonel Charles B. Pigott, D.S.O. 
(1859-1897) 

Private collection, UK 

K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent 

and by descent to the present owner 


AKAN CHIEF’S STOOL 
ASHANTI, GHANA 


The curved seat with central pierced columnar 
support surrounded by four smaller supports. 
Length 48.7 cm. Height 29.1 ст. 


PROVENANCE 
K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent 


17. 


AKAN CHIEF’S STOOL 
ASHANTI, GHANA 


The curved seat with central pierced columnar 
support surrounded by four smaller supports 
(with an inscribed brass plaque). 

Length 41.9 cm. Height 24.5 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry R. Beddoes (1865-1919) 
Private collection, UK 

K.J.Hewett (1919-94), Kent 

and by descent to the present owner 
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20. WHALE BONE SPEAR 


22. HARDSTONE ADZE WITH BONE HANDLE 
INUIT 


INUIT 
Length 58 cm. Height 16.2 cm. 
PROVENANCE PROVENANCE 


K.J. Hewett (1919-94), Kent 


K.J. Hewett (1919-94), Kent 
and by descent to the present owner 


and by descent to the present owner 
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25. LARGE WOOD ANCESTOR FIGURE 


NEW GUINEA 
Height 156cm. 


INSCRIPTIONS 

“German New Guinea, Webster, July 1899” in yellow 
“P2011” in pencil 

“6790” in white ink 


PROVENANCE 

William D. Webster (1868-1913), Oxfordshire 
Lieutenant-General Augustus Pitt-Rivers (1827-1900), Dorset. 
Acquired 12 July 1899 

Stella Pitt-Rivers, 1966-1994 

Private collection, UK, 1994-2022 


RECORDED 
Pitt-Rivers catalogue, vol. 8, 1899, p. 2193 (with drawing) 


27. KAVA BOWL 
SAMOA 


The hemispherical bowl on twelve cylindrical legs, 
pierced lug to one side. 
Height 17 cm. Width 47 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
Sotheby's London, 2 December 1980, lot 47 
Private collection, London, 1980-2018 
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26. CARVED WOOD HANDCLUB (WAHAIKA) 
MAORI 


With a tiki figure to one side of the blade, a carved head 
to the butt, with mother-of-pearl inlays. 
Length 33 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
Private collection, UK, circa 1935-2018 
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Y N | | ў Я 28. LIMESTONE RELIEF WITH A HIGH OFFICIAL NAMED 
н ч \ AS KHAFRE-ANKH, KEEPER OF THE [ROYAL] DIADEM 
EGYPTIAN, OLD KINGDOM, 5TH-6TH DYNASTY, CIRCA 2520-2195 B.C. 


ù ê ıa E : З TN SN Wearing a short-curled wig, chin beard and holding a staff. 
жүүт мых. NS Length 16 cm. Height 13 cm 


PROVENANCE 

Antiken-Auktion, Zurich, 16 April 1971, lot 220 
Werner Coninx (1911-80), Zurich, 1971-2002 
Private collection, UK, 2002-22 


% : COMMENT 
А The tomb of Khafre-Ankh was discovered at Giza by Auguste Mariette іп 1860 
and is recorded by B. Porter and R.L.B. Moss, Topographical Bibliography of 
Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs, and Paintings, Memphis, part 1, 
Oxford, 1974, pp. 277-8. 
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29. BRECCIA DISH 31. CALCITE TWIN-HANDLED JAR 


EGYPTIAN, EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD EGYPTIAN, PREDYNASTIC PERIOD 

CIRCA 3000-2800 B.C. CIRCA 3300-3000 B.C. 

Of shallow form standing on a ring-base. With two horizontally-pierced handles. 

Diameter 10.6 cm. Height 8 cm. 

PROVENANCE PROVENANCE 

Captain E.G. Spencer-Churchill, M.C., (1876-1964): Captain E.G. Spencer-Churchill, M.C., (1876-1964): 
Christie’s, Northwick Park Collection, 21 June 1965, lot 113 Christie’s, Northwick Park Collection, 21 June 1965, lot 105 
Sir Christopher Cockerell (1910-99) CBE, FRS, 1965-91 Sir Christopher Cockerell (1910-99) CBE, FRS, 1965-91 


Private collection, England, 1991-2022 Private collection, England, 1991-2022 


32. BRONZE MNEVIS BULL 
EGYPTIAN, 26TH DYNASTY, CIRCA 664-525 B.C. 


Standing оп а rectangular base, with long tail and dewlap, 
the sun disc between its horns with uraeus, the body with 
incised cross-hatched tasselled blanket on its back. 
Height including tang 14 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Private collection, France: Hótel Drouot (Piasa), Paris, 
13 April 2005, lot 358 

Art market, London, 2005-06 

Private collection, Switzerland, 2006-22 


33. BRONZE FIGURE OF A CAT 
EGYPTIAN, LATE PERIOD, CIRCA 664-332 B.C. 


The elegant feline seated gracefully on its haunches, its 
long tail curling around the right side of the body. 
Height including tang 17 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Charles Ratton, Paris, 1950 

Jacques-René Fiechter, (1894-1981), Switzerland 
Private collection, Switzerland, 2010-20 


Jacques-René Fiechter, a Swiss poet, was Director of the 
Swiss School in Alexandria and Professor at the University 
of Alexandria from the early 1920s. He returned to 
Switzerland in 1950. 


COMMENT 

Cats were the sacred animal of the goddess Bastet, who 
was based at Bubastis in the eastern Delta. Mummified 
cats, often encased in wood or bronze were dedicated to 
her and placed in tombs and buried in her temples. The 
bronze examples, of which many were produced, come 
in arange of size and quality and this example is elegantly 
proportioned, of high quality and a good size. 


34. GLAZED FAIENCE SHABTI FIGURE 
OF PSAMTIK, SON OF MER-NEITH 
AND OVERSEER OF THE WRITINGS 
OF THE ROYAL MEAL 
EGYPTIAN, 27TH DYNASTY, CIRCA 525-500 B.C. 


Wearing a braided false beard curled at the tip, striated 
tripartite wig, carrying the pick, flail and seed bag over his 
shoulder, with nine lines of text. 


Height 18 cm. 
PROVENANCE 
Acquired in France in the early 1900s : ; 
Private collection, Hampshire, early 1900s-2020 T sed) , «9 
ee EX 
COMMENT A я vat 
The tomb of Psamtik, son of Mer-Neith was excavated —— % | 
at Saqqara іп 1860. His shabtis were sold by the Egyptian че к 3 
Authorities Service and were acquired by major European mue - ы 
museums as well as private collectors. See J-F & L. Aubert, = zi ЧА 
Statuettes egyptiennes, chauabtis, ouchebtis, Paris, 1941, р. A 2/4 TÀ 
240 and H.D. Schneider, Shabtis, part Il, Leiden 1977, р. 179, > eee = 
по. 5.3.1.137, pl. 60 у Ade || МИ 
ens J a 
ad — - ча 
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35. GRANITE FRAGMENT FROM A RELIEF 
EGYPTIAN, PTOLEMAIC PERIOD, CIRCA 304-30 B.C. 


Carved in shallow relief with the head of a queen or 
goddess, facing right, in profile, wearing a robe with narrow 
raised collar and tripartite wig with vulture head-dress. 
Height 19.5 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
Werner Coninx (1911-80), Zurich, 1971-2002 


Private collection, UK, 2002-22 


Werner Coninx was born into one of the leading 

and influential publishing and newspaper families in 
Switzerland. He built up a significant art collection, largely 
of Swiss art but also paintings by Gustave Klimt and Egon 
Schiele as well as African, Chinese, Indian and Egyptian 
antiquities. 


36. GRANITE OBELISK 


EGYPTIAN, LATE PERIOD, CIRCA 712-30 B.C. 


Of quadrangular slightly tapering form, with a pyramidal top. 
Height 31.7 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Art Market, USA: Sotheby’s, New York, 12 December 1991, lot 43 
Bonham’s, London, 4 July 1996, lot 415 

Anne-Paul Brinkman, Netherlands, 1996-2002: Sotheby’s, 
Amsterdam, 17 September 2002, lot 181 

Art market, London, 2002 

George Ortiz (1927-2013), Geneva, 2002-11 

Private collection, New York, 2011-22 


37. FRAGMENTARY WOOD FEMALE FIGURE 
EGYPTIAN, 18TH DYNASTY, CIRCA 1540-1292 B.C. 


Standing, her arm by her side, her hair falling either side 
of her face, eyes originally inlaid. 
Height 23 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
Sir Christopher Cockerell (1910-99) CBE, FRS 
Private collection, England, 1991-2022 
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38. BASALT MALE BUST 
EGYPTIAN, 27TH-30TH DYNASTY, CIRCA 525-330 B.C. 


Probably from a naophorous statue, wearing a bag-wig, the back 
pillar with a single column of hieroglyphs reading “revered before 
Osiris, the Lord of Ro[setjau]". 

Height 18.5 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Prof. Dr. Rafael A. Bullrich (1877-1944), Buenos Aires: Adolfo Bullrich 
Cia, auctioneer, Buenos Aires, 12-13 July 1945, p. 131, no. 230 

Private collection, New York, circa 1945-2022 


For examples of Late Period statues holding a naos or a figure 
of Osiris, see B.V.Bothmer, Egyptian Sculpture of the Late Period, 
exhibition catalogue, The Brooklyn Museum, 1960, nos. 28, 38, 


39, 40, 44, 45 and 47. 
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39. LARGE POTTERY 
TRANSPORT AMPHORA 
ROMAN, FIRST-SECOND CENTURY A.D. 


Globular body, short cylindrical neck and flaring rim, encrusted E 3 рай е” 
Dimensions: height: 60 cm. by diameter: 42 cm. an м 


(70 cm. by 46 cm. with stand) Ag 


PROVENANCE 
Anonymous collection, UK: Outhwaite & Litherland, Liverpool, 9 June 1976, lot 116 
Private collection, UK, 1976-2019 


Stand by Goodalls of Manchester, dated 4 June 1923 


42. BRONZE STEELYARD WEIGHT IN THE FORM 
OF THE BUST OF AN EMPEROR 
ROMAN, LATE FIRST CENTURY A.D. 


With a laurel wreath in his hair falling in waves on to his shoulder 


41. BRONZE MALE STICK FIC 


44. BLACK-FIGURE POTTERY CHALICE 
ETRUSCAN, (SO-CALLED “PONTIC”), 
ATTRIBUTED TO A FOLLOWER OF THE 
PARIS PAINTER, PERHAPS THE PAINTER OF T 

43. MEGARIAN POTTERY BOWL BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE 178 хо ) 


NS HELLENISTIC, CIRCA THIRD CENTURY B.C. CIRCA 520-510 B.C. E SV Vii 
Ea : PE 
ia UIS 07909 us With foliate decoration and a rosette at the base This high-footed chalice is decorated with a palmette cogs Be. | 
Diameter 12.8 cm. and lotus chain. The inside is only partially slipped | 
indicating that it was for funerary use rather than regular 
PROVENANCE drinking. 
Anonymous collection: Sotheby's London, 24th February Height 16 cm. 
1964, lot 108 
Sir Christopher Cockerell (1910-99) CBE, FRS, 1964-1991 PROVENANCE 


Private collection, England, 1991-2022 Jürgen Haering, Galerie am Museum, Freiburg, 1986 
Dr and Mrs Louk van Roozendaal, Holland, 1986-2018 


Private collection, London, 2018-22 


45. MARBLE STATUETTE OF APHRODITE WITH EROS 
ROMAN, FIRST CENTURY A.D. 


Standing, wearing a chiton and himation which she holds above her right 
shoulder, the diminutive figure of Eros, naked, on her left shoulder. 
Height 24.5 cm. 


PROVENANCE 
Sotheby’s, London, 26th April 1971, lot 193 (measurement incorrect) 
Verité collection, Paris, 1971-2019 


COMMENT 

For an example of a goddess with a similar diminutive figure of Eros 
hovering at her shoulder, dated to the second-first century B.C., now 
in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, see L. Budde and R. Nicholls, A 
Catalogue of the Greek and Roman Sculpture in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
Cambridge, 1964, no. 77, pl. 23. 


46. LARGE FRAGMENTARY 
GRANODIORITE SPHINX 
EGYPTIAN, PTOLEMAIC PERIOD 
CIRCA 300 B.C. 


The reclining figure, back legs tucked beneath the 
body, the front legs extended, tail curled around the 
haunches, lappets of the wig hanging down the chest. 
Length 83 cm. Height 42 cm. 


PROVENANCE 

Private collection, UK: Sotheby’s, London, 8 December 
1980, lot 138 

Private collection, London, 1980-2022 


CPUBLISHED 
J. Malek, et al. Provenance Not Known, part |, Oxford, 
1999, р. 174, по. 800-881-198 
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